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Part G- The Literature of the Seleucid Period (Second Century BCE) 
 

This quite brief chapter- the penultimate- adds few details to the compositional history of 
the Old Testament because, to be fair, by the Seleucid period there was little left to do to 
bring the text into its nearly final form. 
 
But that doesn’t mean that nothing happened.   So, Schmid believes, that during this era 
 

An accommodation between Wisdom and Torah is … found in the 
successful completion of the Psalter as a five-part “Torah of David’ with a 
theological introduction pointing to the Torah in Psalm 1 (p. 213). 

 
And that 
 

… this was the time when the first hopes of resurrection were formulated (p. 
214). 

 
Further, the psalter was theocratized and re-eschatologized; the former and the latter 
prophets were combined; and the book of Daniel was expanded to include chapters 2, 7 
and 8-9, 10-12. 
 
Concerning the combination of the former and latter prophets, Schmid suggests 
 

The most important literary-historical development in the early Seleucid 
period was the combination of the Former Prophets (Joshua -2 Kings) with 
the Later Prophets (Isaiah – Malachi) to form the canonical section of the 
Nevi’im, which simultaneously marks the end of prophecy (p. 218). 

 
He then points out that Mal 3:22 and Josh 1:7-8, 13 form an inclusio whose  
 

…thematic intent (is) to establish the Torah as the normative part of the 
canon… (p. 218). 

 
Schmid also believes that 
 

… as late as the Maccabean period the numbers in the Pentateuchal 
tradition were still being retouched in order to orient the ages of the world 
in the historical books in a somewhat ‘Danielic’ direction, that is, within the 
meaning of the historical theology of Daniel 9… (p. 221). 

 



His examples are quite instructive. 
 
Finally, the Seleucid period saw the composition of Maccabees, Tobit, Judith, and 
Jubilees; so that it was an immensely important period and not something of an appendix 
to the literary history of the Old Testament at all. 
 
The final chapter, to which we turn next, discusses canon and Scripture. 
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